
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

CLADD Sessions in March: 
 

The CLADD Leadership team has provided great programming for March.  Attached to this e-

mail you will find the flyers for CLADD West, East, South and Southwest.  Please take time out 

of your schedule to join us for outstanding professional development and an opportunity to 

reconnect with your colleagues in catechetical ministry. 

 

CLADD West & East in March – Excellence in Ministry: Best 

Practices of Successful Catechetical Leadership 

Facilitator: Tom Quinlan 
Catechetical leadership is a privileged role in the life of the Church.  It 

is filled with very real challenges and also opportunities to bless 

people's lives and glorify God.  Let's explore both the vision for faith 

formation today and also specific tactical ways to lead 

effectively...and with joy! 

 CLADD West will be held on March 10 from 9:00 am to 1:00 

pm (lunch included) at St. Patrick parish in Missouri Valley.  

 CLADD East will be held on March 12 from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm (lunch included) 

at St. Boniface in Waukee. 

 

CLADD Southwest & South in March – Avoiding 

the Superhero Approach: Leadership, 

Collaboration & Delegation 

Facilitator: John Gaffney 
Although catechetical ministry is a specific role in 

the Church and has an influence on other 

ministries, it is often too easy for us as 

catechetical leaders to be tempted to do it all on 

our own.  This session will challenge this but also gently help you consider 

alternatives…even in small parishes.   

 CLADD SouthWest will be held on March 3 from 6:00 to 8:30 pm (supper 

included) at St. Mary parish in Shenandoah. CLADD SouthWest serves primarily 

the Red Oak region of parishes. 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 
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 CLADD South will be held on March 12 from 6:00 to 8:30 pm (supper included) 

at St. Edward in Afton. CLADD South serves primarily the Osceola region of 

parishes. 

 

Disability Ministry Advocacy Items: 

 

One in three households have a person with a 

disability.  One in five people in the U.S. have a 

disability.  Do the doors to your church have one 

or two purposes?  Do your doors let people in or 

keep people out?  Faith isn’t about programs it 

is about relationships!  Click HERE to watch a 

video about the importance of accepting and 

including people with disabilities in your parish! 

 

In 2019, the National Catholic Partnership on 

Disability collaborated with the Institute for 

Human Ecology at The Catholic University of America to co-sponsor Recognizing the Body of 

Christ: A Theological Engagement on Disability.  Dr. Miguel Romera enlightened many on 

meaningful participation of persons with disabilities in the Church in light of the Catholic 

intellectual tradition.  In one of his teachings he simply shared:  It is not abled vs. disabled.  It is 

just us.  There is no us and them, just us!   

 

Click HERE for the YouTube video from St. Rose of Lima parish located in Gaithersburg, MD, 

sharing the song “Open my Eyes” by Jesse Manibusan utilizing music and American Sign 

Language (ASL) to touch our souls through our senses of hearing and seeing. And so eloquently 

reminding us “There is no us and them, just us!” 

 

Patty Origer, our new diocesan coordinator for persons with disability ministry, is hard at work 

surveying the missionary landscape.  To visit with her or to schedule a face-to-face contact her at 

515-237-5073 or e-mailing her at poriger@dmdiocese.org.  To learn more look for the newest 

edition of the Catholic Mirror.   

 

Faith in Action – Be Part of the Diocesan Chrism Mass by pouring the Sacred Oils:  
 

The Chrism Mass will be held at 7:00 pm on 

Friday April 3.  Sherri and I are working 

with Sandy Reisberg on recruiting 

volunteers who can help during the Mass 

pouring the sacred oils into the vessels to be 

distributed to parishes.  

 

The pouring of the oils must be done during 

the Mass so the volunteers would not be 

participating in the Chrism Mass. Our task is 

to recruit teen volunteers from parishes to 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/media-library/video/disabilities?lang=eng
https://youtu.be/cSIt-fyAh7k
mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org


help.  It would be a wonderful experience for current Confirmation candidates since this Chrism 

will be used at their Confirmation Mass.  Each teen volunteer would also receive service hours.  

We need 30 to 35 for this project so two to four from each parish would be ideal.  In the past we 

have ordered pizza or Subway platters for the volunteers.  Sandy Reisburg will provide more 

information for those interested, but ideally they would arrive around 6:45 pm wearing clothes 

that can get dirty in case they spill oil on themselves.  

 

We wanted to give you a longer window of time this year to help recruit volunteers.  If teens and 

volunteers from your parish agree to help with the project please do the following: 

 Contact me (jgaffney@dmdiocese.org) or Sherri (ssimmer@dmdiocese.org) and let us 

know the number and names of the teens  

 Please let us know if we can e-mail an information sheet directly to the teens or their 

parents or if you would like that to be sent to you as the formation leader.  (Please include 

the e-mail address.)  

 

I need to know by noon on Friday, March 27 if you have teen volunteers so that the information 

sheet can be e-mailed on Tuesday, March 31 to teens and parents.  The Chrism Mass is beautiful 

and many people from around the diocese work very hard to make the celebration look like the 

many faces of the diocese.  I hope your teens can be part of this beautiful celebration. Thank you 

for your help. 

 

Professional Development Webinar – Ave Maria Press – February 25 at 2:00 pm: 

 

Let’s Talk about Truth – with Ann Garrido.  In 

the midst of the presidential election season that's 

already heating up, questions of truth, lies, and 

“fake news” become part of everyday 

conversations.  These conversations often cause 

tension among families, friends, and fellow 

Christians.  As preachers and teachers of the faith, 

we are called to shed light on discussions of truth 

rather than add to the heat.  In this webinar, we'll 

look at four distinct ways the Catholic tradition 

talks about the word “truth” and consider how 

each of them gives us clues for how to live our faith in this challenging time. 

 

Ann M. Garrido is associate professor of homiletics at Aquinas Institute of Theology in St. 

Louis, Missouri, where she previously directed the school’s Doctorate of Ministry in Preaching 

program.  Garrido has served as the Marten Faculty Fellow in Homiletics at the University of 

Notre Dame.  She is the author of seven books, including the award-winning Redeeming 

Administration and Redeeming Conflict.  She travels nationally and internationally helping 

communities talk about the topics they find toughest to talk about—conversations that always 

involve questions of truth. 

 

Registration link is https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2175719510279454209  

 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2175719510279454209


Ave Maria Press is pleased to present these FREE webinars in partnership with the National 

Conference for Catechetical Leadership, the National Association for Lay Ministry, the National 

Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers, and the Catholic Campus Ministry Association. 

 

Pointing to Jesus – A Formation Resource for volunteers based upon the Sunday Collects: 

 

Last week we started a new weekly 

resource that utilizes the collect (opening 

prayer) that you can share with those who 

assist you in your formation ministry 

outreach.  The resource has a component 

for children, teens, and adults.  This week’s 

resources include February 23rd  Seventh 

Sunday in Ordinary Time and March 1st 

First Sunday in Lent.  You will find the 

resources in the attachments to this e-

newsletter.  There is an additional 

attachment for preteens and teens.   

 

Spring Retreat Opportunities for Teens across the Diocese: 
 

Registration is live and 

active for two spring retreats 

for teens:  

 one for high-school 

seniors (Radix),  

 and another aimed at 

candidates for 

Confirmation, with 

their 

parents/sponsors 

(Fanning the 

Flame).   

 

Radix is a Friday-after-school through Sunday afternoon retreat.  Fanning the Flame is a one-day 

morning-to-afternoon retreat.  Both are held at the St. Thomas More Center.   

 

Dates for this spring’s retreats are: 

 March 6-8 (Radix),  

 April 4 (Fanning the Flame),  

 May 1-3 (Radix).   

 

Registration deadlines, promotional images, and more information are all available at the 

respective websites (www.dmdiocese.org/Radix and www.dmdiocese.org/FanningtheFlame).  

Contact Justin White at jwhite@dmdiocese.or for more information.   

http://www.dmdiocese.org/Radix
http://www.dmdiocese.org/FanningtheFlame
mailto:jwhite@dmdiocese.or

